
As required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Spartanburg will provide interpretive services for the City 
Council Meetings. Requests must be made to the Communications & Marketing Office (596-2020) 24 hours in advance of the 
meeting. This is a Public Meeting and notice of the meeting was posted with the Media 24 hours in advance according to the 
Freedom of Information 
 

 

CITY OF SPARTANBURG   
                         SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA   
   

City Council Meeting 
County Council Chambers 

366 N. Church Street 
Monday, September 22, 2025 

5:30 PM 

 

 
 
 I.  Moment of Silence 
      
 II.  Pledge of Allegiance 
      
 III.  Approval of the Minutes of the September 8, 2025 Meeting 
      
 IV.  Approval of the Agenda of the September 22, 2025 Meeting 
      
 V.  Public Comment 

**Public Comment Forms are available inside Council Chambers on the front podium.  Please turn in completed form to the City 
Clerk prior to the start of the meeting.** 

      
 VI.  Proclamation Declaring October 7, 2025 as National Night Out in the City of 

Spartanburg 
Presenter: Jerome Rice, Jr., Mayor 

      
 VII.  Recognition of City of Spartanburg Retiree Brad Hall, Assistant Fire Chief, 

Spartanburg Fire Department 
Presenter: Jerome Rice, Jr., Mayor 

      
 VIII.  Discussion on Clock Tower Options 

Presenter: Chris Story, City Manager 
      
 IX.  Ordinance 
      
 A.  To Amend Chapter 22, Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions, of the 

Code of Ordinances of the City of Spartanburg to Add a New Section 
Providing that a Person Who Violates Another Section of the City's Code 
of Ordinances with the Intent to Harm, Injure or Intimidate Another Person 
or Persons in Whole or in Part Because of Ethnicity, Race, Color, Creed, 
National Origin, Religion, Ancestry, Sexual Orientation, Gender, Gender 
Identity or Physical or Mental Disability of the Victim is Guilty of the 
Separate Offense of Hate Intimidation.  Ordinance# 2025-006 
Presenter: Robert Coler, City Attorney 
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 X.  Resolution 
      
 A.  A Resolution to Authorize the City Manager to Execute a Quitclaim Deed 

for a Portion of Branch Street. 
Resolution# 2025-018 
Presenter: Robert Coler, City Attorney 

      
 XI.  Staff Updates 
      
 XII.  City Council Updates 
      
 XIII.  Executive Session 
      
 A.  An Executive Session to Discuss a Contractual Agreement Pursuant to 

Section 30-4-70 (a) (2) of the South Carolina Code of Laws 
      
 XIV.  Adjournment. 
      

 

City Code Sec. 2-57. Citizen Appearance. Any citizen of the City of Spartanburg may speak at a 
regular meeting on any matter pertaining to City Services and operations germane to items within the 
purview and authority of City Council, except personnel matters, by signing a Citizen’s Appearance 
form prior to the meeting stating the subject and purpose for speaking. No item considered by 
Council within the past twelve (12) months may be added as an agenda item other than by decision 
of City Council. The forms may be obtained from the Clerk and maintained by the same. Each person 
who gives notice may speak at the designated time and will be limited to a two (2) minute 
presentation. 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: Chris Story, City Manager 
 

FROM: Robert Coler, City Attorney 
 

SUBJECT: Hate Intimidation Ordinance  

DATE: September 17, 2025 

BACKGROUND: 
 

The City of Spartanburg’s residents and visitors are a diverse collection of individuals representing a 

multitude of ethnicities, races, colors, creeds, national origins, religions, ancestries, sexual orientations, and 

gender identities.  The City is also home to many with physical and mental disabilities. 

 The City values and wishes to protect its residents and visitors irrespective of their ethnicity, race, 

color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity and physical and mental 

disability.   

The crimes that are motivated by bias or hate toward an individual because of their actual or perceived 

ethnicity, race, color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity and 

physical and mental disability are an affront to the values held by the City.   

 The attached ordinance would provide for a separate offense with separate penalties for anyone 

charged with violating another one of our ordinances or state crimes triable in our municipal court if the 

underlying offense is committed with the intent to harm, injure, or cause damage to someone based upon 

their ethnicity, race, color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 

physical or mental disability .   

 
ACTION REQUESTED: 

 
City Council to pass the Ordinance. 
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCIAL DATA: 
 
No expected or discernable increase in law enforcement costs. 
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AN ORDINANCE 

 

TO AMEND CHAPTER 22, OFFENSES AND MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS, OF 
THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF SPARTANBURG TO ADD A NEW 
SECTION PROVIDING THAT A PERSON WHO VIOLATES ANOTHER SECTION OF 
THE CITY’S CODE OF ORDINANCES WITH THE INTENT TO HARM, INJURE OR 
INTIMIDATE ANOTHER PERSON OR PERSONS IN WHOLE OR IN PART BECAUSE 
OF THE ETHNICITY, RACE, COLOR, CREED, NATIONAL ORIGIN, RELIGION, 
ANCESTRY, SEXUAL ORIENTATION, GENDER, GENDER IDENTITY OR 
PHYSICAL OR MENTAL DISABILITY OF THE VICTIM IS GUILTY OF THE 
SEPARATE OFFENSE OF HATE INTIMIDATION .   

      WHEREAS, The City of Spartanburg’s residents are a richly diverse collection of 

individuals representing a multitude of ethnicities, races, colors, creeds, national origins, religions, 

ancestries, sexual orientations, and gender identities.  The City is also home to many with physical 

and mental disabilities; and 

 WHEREAS, the City is a popular visitor destination and draws individuals who also 

represent a great variety of ethnicities, races, colors, creeds, national origins, religions, ancestries, 

sexual orientations, gender identities, and physical and mental disabilities; and 

 WHEREAS, the City values and wishes to protect its residents and visitors irrespective of 

their ethnicity, race, color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender 

identity and physical and mental disability; and 

 WHEREAS, crimes that are motivated by bias or hate toward an individual because of their 

actual or perceived ethnicity, race, color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual 

orientation, gender identity and physical and mental disability are an affront to the values held by 

the City; and 

 WHEREAS, the City wishes to deter crimes motivated by bias or hate toward any 

individual because of their actual or perceived ethnicity, race, color, creed, national origin, 

religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender identity and physical and mental disability, and 

provide separate and appropriate penalties in addition to the punishment for the underlying 

violation of the criminal ordinances of the City and State laws within the City’s jurisdiction; and 

 WHEREAS, City Council, having the authority to adopt and provide for the enactment of 

such ordinances that are not inconsistent with its own Code of Ordinances, the Constitution and 

the laws of the State of South Carolina and further having the authority to promote and protect the 
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security and general welfare of all of its residents and to preserve the peace and maintain order 

within its borders, hereby desires to create the separate offense of hate based intimidation and to 

provide for appropriate penalties for same;  

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Members of Council of the 

City of Spartanburg, South Carolina, in Council assembled: 

Section 1. To amend the City of Spartanburg Code 2020 to include an offense of 

Hate Intimidation with the language in the attached Exhibit A. 

 Section 2. The Municipal Code Corporation as codifier of the Code of Ordinances 

shall be authorized to make adjustments in code section numbers and terminology as may be 

appropriate to achieve the purposes of this Ordinance.  This Ordinance shall be effective upon its 

adoption by the City Council of the City of Spartanburg, South Carolina.  This Ordinance 

supersedes any other inconsistent ordinances. 

 

 DONE AND RATIFIED THIS   DAY OF    , 2025. 

  

  

              
       Jerome Rice, Jr., Mayor 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
     
Christie Lindsey 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
     
Robert P. Coler 
City Attorney 
 
 
 / /  (First Reading) 
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 / /   (Second Reading) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Exhibit    A 
 
 
 
Chapter 22-Offenses and Miscellaneous Provisions of the Code of Ordinances of the City of 
Spartanburg is hereby amended by adding Section  , to provide for a separate offense of 
hate intimidation and will read as follows: 
 
Hate Intimidation 
 

A. Offense Defined 
 
A person who commits a crime in violation of another section of this Chapter, or in violation of 
any State statue, within the City of Spartanburg and with the intent, in whole or in part, to cause 
harm, injury or damage to the person or property of the victim or to cause the victim to fear 
harm, injury or damage to their person or property, because of the actual or perceived ethnicity, 
race, color, creed, national origin, religion, ancestry, sexual orientation, gender, gender identity, 
or physical or mental disability of the victim is guilty of the separate offense of hate intimidation. 
 

B.  Penalties 
 
 A violation of this section shall be a misdemeanor and punishable by a fine of not more than 
$500.00 and/or by imprisonment for not more than 30 days.  The sentence imposed must be 
consecutive to the sentence for the underlying criminal offense unless the court articulates on the 
record the reasons why the sentences should run concurrently.  Any sentence may be suspended 
upon completion by the defendant of the appropriate education, counseling or community service 
employment as ordered by the court.   
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION 
 
 
 
 
 

TO: Chris Story, City Manager 
 

FROM: Robert Coler, City Attorney 
 

SUBJECT: Quitclaim Deed 

DATE: September 17, 2025 

 
BACKGROUND: 

 
 There exists a portion of Branch Street that has been closed to traffic for many, many years.  It runs 
through Wakefield Buick’s dealership operations and has had parking lots and buildings constructed on it 
for decades.  The attached Resolution will authorize the City Manager to execute a quitclaim deed to 
Wakefield Buick who owns all parcels abutting said unused street. Please see Exhibit 1 and the survey of 
Exhibit 2, both attached to the Resolution for a visual depiction of the unused street. 
 
 

ACTION REQUESTED: 
 
City Council to authorize the City Manager to execute a quitclaim deed for an unused alleyway. 
 
 
 

BUDGET & FINANCIAL DATA: 
 
$0.00 
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  A RESOLUTION 
 
 

TO AUTHORIZE THE CITY MANAGER TO EXECUTE 
A QUITCLAIM DEED FOR A PORTION OF BRANCH 
STREET 
 
 
WHEREAS, there currently exists an unused portion of 
Branch Street in which the City wishes to disavow any 
ownership interest; and 
 
WHEREAS, Wakefield Holding Company, Inc. (hereinafter 
“Wakefield Buick”), has for many years occupied said 
portion of Branch Street with its automotive dealership 
buildings and parking lots; and   
 
WHEREAS, Exhibit 1 to this Resolution, attached hereto, 
more fully depicts the portion of Broad Street which is the 
subject of this Resolution; and   
 
WHEREAS, a Quit Claim Deed and Survey is attached 
hereto and labeled as Exhibit 2 to this Resolution; and  
 
WHEREAS, City Council deems it appropriate for the City 
Manager to execute a quit claim deed, in substantially the 
same form, as the one attached hereto and identified as 
Exhibit 2 to this Resolution; and  
 
 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Mayor and Members of Council of the 

City of Spartanburg, South Carolina, in Council assembled: 

Section 1.  The City Manager is hereby authorized to 
execute a quit claim in favor of Wakefield Holding 
Company, Inc. for a portion of Branch Steet; said quit claim 
deed shall be in substantially similar form as that quit claim 
deed attached hereto and identified as Exhibit 2.  The City 
Manager is authorized to make minor modifications to the 
quit claim deed so long as they do not conflict with the intent 
and purpose of this Resolution.   
 
Section 2.  This Resolution shall become effective upon the 
date of enactment. 
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 2 

 

DONE AND RATIFIED this       day of           , 2025. 

 
 

                                                                       
                                      MAYOR.  
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
                                                          
CITY CLERK. 
       
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
                                                         
CITY ATTORNEY. 
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