
The City of Spartanburg  
Board of Zoning Appeals 

City of Spartanburg | Board of Zoning Appeals 1 

AGENDA 
February 11th, 2025, at 5:15 P.M. 

Spartanburg County Council Chambers 
366 N. Church Street – Spartanburg, SC 29303 

(Please Note: Items as they appear on the Docket may or may not be considered in the order as they 
are presented.  The Chairman will announce any changes after the roll call) 

I. Call To Order.

II. Roll Call.

III. Freedom Of Information Act Compliance – Public notification of the Board of Zoning
Appeals meeting has been published, posted and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of
Information Act and the Requirements of the City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance.

IV. Rules and Procedures for Meeting Conduct.

V. Approval of Agenda.

VI. Disposition of Meeting Minutes from the August 13th, 2024.

VII. Old Business: None.

VIII. New Business:

1. APP – 25-00200001 – The City of Spartanburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals has received a
request for an Appeal to the Zoning Ordinance for the property located at 103 Sweetbriar
Court for applicants to rebuild the same footprint Accessory Dwelling Unit with a home
office on the second floor (TMS: 6-21-02-128.00); with a zoning designation of R-15
(Single Family District). Owner/Applicant: Adam Cain and Elizabeth Cain

2. SE – 25-00200002 – The City of Spartanburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals received a
request for a Special Exception for the property located at 175 Alabama Street to be used
as a Group Home (TMS: 7-12-07-262.00); with a zoning designation of DT-5
(Downtown Urban District). Owner/Applicant: GoForth Women’s House; Agent:
Teague Studio

IX. Staff Announcements.

X. Adjournment.

For more information, please contact the City of Spartanburg Planning Department at 
planning@cityofspartanburg.org or call (864) 596-2068. 
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Meeting Minutes of the Board of Zoning Appeals 

Tuesday, August 13th, 2024, at 5:15 PM 
Spartanburg County Council Chambers 

The Board of Zoning Appeals met in Spartanburg County Council Chambers on Tuesday, 
August 13th, 2024, at 5:15PM with the following members in attendance Brian Murdoch, 
McKay Moore, Darren Matz, Dominique Dawkins and John Moore. Representing the 
Planning Department is Fredalyn Frasier, Planning Director, Nan Zhou, Planner II, and 
Oksana Holbrooks, Administrative Assistant. 
 
Roll Call: 
Ms. Dawkins: Dominique Dawkins 
Mr. Matz: Darren Matz 
Mr. Murdoch: Brian Murdoch 
Ms. Moore: McKay Moore 
Mr. Moore: John Moore 

Mr. Matz: Public notification of the City of Spartanburg Board of Zoning Appeals meeting has 
been published, posted, and mailed in compliance with the Freedom of Information Act and the 
requirements of the City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance.  
 
Approval of Agenda: 
A motion was made by Mr. Bramblett, seconded Mr. Murdoch, to approve the agenda. The 
motion was approved with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Mr. Bramblett: I move we approve the agenda for this night’s meeting. 
Mr. Murdoch: Second 
Mr. Matz: All in favor? 
Attendees: Aye. 

Mr. Matz: New agenda item has been approved. The new item will be the instruction of new 
board member. Mr. John Moore joining us today. This is his first meeting. It’s good one since 
it’s just one item today vs many, welcome to the board and thank you for joining us.  

Approval of Meeting Minutes from April 9th, 2024: 
A motion was made by Ms. Moore, seconded Mr. Moore, to approve the agenda. The 
motion was approved with a vote of 5-0. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from May 14th, 2024: 
A motion was made by Ms. Dawkins, seconded Mr. Moore, to approve the agenda. The 
motion was approved with a vote of 5-0. 

Approval of Meeting Minutes from June 11th, 2024: 
A motion was made by Mr. Moore, seconded Ms. Moore, to approve the agenda. The 
motion was approved with a vote of 5-0. 
 
Old Business:  None. 
 
New Business:  
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The City of Spartanburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals has received a request for an appeal to 
the permitted use table regarding a dog training business, Wags on Tails LLC, located at 
2099 S. Pine Street (TMS: 7-17-06-012.00); with a zoning designation of LC (Limited 
Commercial District). Owner: John Petras - Artep LLC / Applicant: Maria Davison – Wags 
on Tails 
 
Project Description and History 

 
The applicant/Business Owner of Wags on Tails, applied for a Certificate of Occupancy for a dog 
training business.  Staff review of the City’s Zoning Ordinance showed that Pet Training Services 
are currently not addressed or recognized in the City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance Section 
303.6 Table of Permitted Uses under Animal Kennel and Veterinary Clinic.   

 
The applicant is seeking an appeal to allow a dog training business to operate at 2099 S. Pine 
St. Ste C. Per City Code: 
 

 

 

 
 
 

The proposed business is located in strip shopping center zoned LC, Limited Commercial District. 
Based on the City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance Section 301 to 303: District Use Regulations 
and Section 303.6 Table of Permitted Uses, pet training is a service that has not been addressed 
or recognized in the current zoning ordinance. 
 
Analysis 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency  
The Board must utilize Section 603.3(A)(2) and determine if the proposal meets all the criterion 
for approval. To hear and decide appeals for Variance from the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance when strict application of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in unnecessary 
hardship. An appeal may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board 
makes and explains in writing the following findings:   
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a. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property;   

b. These conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity;   
c. Because of these conditions, the application of the Ordinance to the particular piece of 

property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; 
and; 

d. The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to the adjacent property 
or to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting 
of the Variance. 

e. In granting a Variance, the Board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, 
character, or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the Board may 
consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to 
promote the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
 

Findings 
 

There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property.  
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 

property.  
Staff do not recognize any extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to this 
particular piece of property. This dog training business sits in a small strip shopping center 
surrounded by offices and retail stores, aiming at providing small group dog training classes 
and community education. Given the proposed use, staff confirmed with the Building Official 
that an exhaust ventilation system will be required to install upon approval of the request.  

 
2. These conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity. 

There are no other pet training businesses in the immediate vicinity. Both PetSmart, on E. 
Blackstock Rd. and Petco, on E. Main St. are currently located within a zoning designation of 
B-1, Neighborhood Shopping District, providing dog training services by requests and are 
operated mainly as retail stores selling pet products. 

 

3. Because of these conditions, the application of the Ordinance to the particular piece of 
property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; 
and –  
Per the current City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance Section 301 to 303: District Use 
Regulations and Section 303.6 Table of Permitted Uses, dog training is a service that has not 
been addressed and recognized in the current zoning ordinance. Therefore, a dog training 
business is not allowed because of the nature of the service. 

  
4. The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to the adjacent property 

or to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of 
the Variance. 
Staff do not believe the authorization of a dog training business at this strip shopping center 
will cause substantial detriment or harm to the general public good or adjacent property. The 
character of this strip shopping center will still remain as retail stores and offices. Staff do not 
see issues allowing the dog training business at the strip shopping center since it does not pose 
adverse impact to the surrounding businesses.  
 

5. In granting a Variance, the Board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, 
character, or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the Board may 
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consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to 
promote the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
In the event that the Board finds that the findings can be met, and the project approved, 
conditions of approval are attached to this report. In exercising the power, the Board of 
Appeals may, in conformity with the provisions of this chapter, reverse or affirm, wholly or 
in part, or may modify the order, requirements, decision, or determination, and to that end, 
has all the powers of the officer from whom the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the 
issuance of a permit. 

 
Applicant:  
Maria Davison, Owner. 
 
Public Comment:  
Tom Leopard, 111 Candler Pl, Spartanburg, SC 29302. 
Rosanna Lepham, 105 Candor Pl, Spartanburg, SC 29302. 
 
Discussion: 
This small business is well proposed. It will not be detrimental to the surrounding. 
 
A motion was made by Ms. Moore, seconded Mr. Bramblett to approve the Appeal with 
stated condition on the staff report with condition # 7, recommend Hours of Operation a 
vote by 3-2. 
 
Election of new Chair/Vice Chair Board Member. 
A motion was made by for Chair Mr. Matz to be reelected, and Vice Chair Ms. Moore with a 
vote by 5-0. 
 
 
Staff Announcements: None. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:28 PM. 
 

______________________________ 
            Darren Matz, Chairman 
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TO: The Board Zoning Appeals 

RE:  APP-25-00200001 The City of Spartanburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals has received an 
Appeal to the Zoning Ordinance for property located at 103 Sweetbriar Ct. (TMS # 6-21-02-
128.00) to rebuild the same footprint Accessory Dwelling Unit with a home office on second 
floor. The property is currently zoned for R-15, Single Family Residential District. 
Owner / Applicant: Adam Cain and Elizabeth Cain 

  
Date:  February 11, 2025 

 

Appeal 
The Applicant is seeking an Appeal to rebuild an Accessory Dwelling Unit (garage at the bottom 
and a home office on the second floor) in the back yard with the same footprint and similar features.  
 
Project Description and History 
The Owner / Applicant of 103 Sweetbriar Ct. submits an Appeal to rebuild a detached Accessory 
Dwelling Unit destroyed due to tree damage from Tropical Storm Helene. The structure would be 
rebuilt within the same footprint in the rear yard and with previous features that included a garage 
at the bottom with a home office on the second floor located.  
 
Applicant states that the ADU was originally built along with the primary dwelling unit around 1950 
according to a survey dated March 1951 in an architectural design to compliment the primary 
structure. The detached Accessory Dwelling Unit was on the property before the tropical storm 
Helene blew two trees down that smashed the structure to the ground.  

 
Staff review of the City’s Zoning Ordinance Section 502 Nonconforming Use Regulations, 
specifically, Section 502.15 Destruction:  
 

 
  

Analysis 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency  
The Board must utilize Section 603.3(A)(2) and determine if the proposal meets all the criterion for 
approval. To hear and decide appeals for Variance from the requirements of the Zoning Ordinance 
when strict application of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in unnecessary hardship. An 
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appeal may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board makes and explains 
in writing the following findings:   
  

a. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 
property;   

b. These conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity;   
c. Because of these conditions, the application of the Ordinance to the particular piece of 

property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the 
property;  

d. The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to the adjacent 
property or to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the 
granting of the Variance; and 

e. In granting a Variance, the Board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, 
character, or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the Board may 
consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to 
promote the public health, safety, or general welfare. 

 
Findings 
 
1. There are extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to the particular piece of 

property.  
Staff do not recognize any extraordinary and exceptional conditions pertaining to this particular 
piece of property. Owner states that the second floor has functioned as a home office for the 
family over the years.  
 

2. These conditions do not generally apply to other properties in the vicinity. 
The immediate surrounding properties from the project site may have a detached garage or 
storage room in the backyard without a home office on the second floor.  
 

3. Because of these conditions, the application of the Ordinance to the particular piece of 
property would effectively prohibit or unreasonably restrict the utilization of the property; 
and –  
Per the current City of Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance Section 502.15 Destruction, it states that 
“……a nonconforming building or structure which is damaged by fire, flood, wind, or other act 
of God or man, to an extent exceeding 50% of its then reproductive value, exclusive of 
foundations shall not be reconstructed except in conformance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance.” The application of the Ordinance would effectively prohibit or restrict the proposed 
structure and utilization of the property.  

   
4. The authorization of a Variance will not be of substantial detriment to the adjacent property 

or to the public good, and the character of the district will not be harmed by the granting of 
the Variance. 
The authorization to allow the landowner to rebuild the detached Accessory Dwelling Unit in 
the back yard will not cause substantial detriment or harm to the general public good or adjacent 
property. The character of the neighborhood will remain as residential.   
 
Proper building permits need to be applied for the proposed scope of work (building permits, 
plumbing, electrical, etc.) Staff do not see issues allowing a detached structure with a home 
office at the top, since it does not pose an adverse impact on the surrounding properties. 
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The Property Owner must provide in writing acknowledgement that the detached garage with an 
office cannot be used as a habitable place, a place for rent or sell under the current City of 
Spartanburg Zoning Ordinance.  
 

5. In granting a Variance, the Board may attach to it such conditions regarding the location, 
character, or other features of the proposed building, structure, or use as the Board may 
consider advisable to protect established property values in the surrounding area or to promote 
the public health, safety, or general welfare. 
In the event that the Board finds that the findings can be met, and the project approved, conditions 
of approval are attached to this report. In exercising the power, the Board of Appeals may, in 
conformity with the provisions of this chapter, reverse or affirm, wholly or in part, or may modify 
the order, requirements, decision, or determination, and to that end, has all the powers of the 
officer from whom the appeal is taken and may issue or direct the issuance of a permit.  

 
Submitted by:  
 
 

 
Nan Zhou, AICP 
City Planner II 
City of Spartanburg Planning Department 
 
 
Attachments: 
Conditions of Approval 
Photo  
Application 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR THE PROJECT ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 

 
103 Sweetbriar Ct. (TMS # 6-21-02-128.00) 

 
  

1. If one or more of the following conditions is not met with respect to all its terms, then this approval 
may be revoked.  

  
2. The use shall meet the standards and shall be developed within the limits established by Chapter 

501.10 of the Spartanburg Municipal code as to the emission of noise, odor, smoke, dust, vibration, 
waste, fumes or any public nuisance arising or occurring incidental to its establishment or 
operation.   

  
3. The applicant shall be responsible for the completeness and accuracy of all forms and supporting 

material submitted in connection with any application. Any errors or discrepancies found therein 
may result in the revocation if any approval or permits issues in connection therewith.   
  

4. The development of the site shall be in substantial accordance with the approved plans submitted 
and on file in the Spartanburg City Planning Department. All aspects of construction must be 
completed prior to use. Major modifications to plans or exceptions to completion may be granted 
only by the City authority which approved the project.   
  

5. A statement in writing from the Property Owner acknowledging the limitations pertaining to the use 
of the home office on the second floor of detached structure is needed. An office cannot be used as 
/ or turned into a habitable place, a place for rent or sell under the current City of Spartanburg zoning 
ordinance 
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SITE MAP – 103 Sweetbriar Ct. 
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ZONING MAP – 103 Sweetbriar Ct. 
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Site Photos – Footprint of the AUD 
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Site Photos – Pipe Showing Plumning of the Previous ADU 
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Site Photos – Properties in the Vicinity 
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Site Photos – Properties in the Vicinity 
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Planning Department 
 
 
 

PO Box 1749 • Spartanburg, SC 29304 • Phone: (864) 596-2068 • email: planning@cityofspartanburg.org 
website: www.cityofspartanburg.org  

 

TO: The Board Zoning Appeals 

RE:  SE-25-00200002 The City of Spartanburg’s Board of Zoning Appeals has received a Special 
Exception for the property located at 175 Alabama St. to be used as a Group Home (TMS # 7-
12-07-262.00) to be allowed in the DT-5, Downtown Urban District.  
Owner: GoForth Recovery/Nick Wildrick, Executive Director 
Agent: Teague Studio  

  
Date:  February 11, 2025 

 

The Applicant is seeking a Special Exception to allow the operation of women’s recovery group 
home at 175 Alabama St. Per City of Spartanburg Downtown Urban Code. 
 
Project Description and History 
The Applicant/Owner, GoForth Recovery, is a non-profit organization providing housing and recovery 
programming in a group home environment. The proposed a group recovery facility will include 
women, their young children, two full-time live-in staff as residents, and a case manager. The proposed 
14-bed women-only facility will serve the Spartanburg area. The average stay for residents is 10 
months.  
 
GoForth Recovery has an existing recovery program for men located at 282 S. Church Street that has 
operated for the past seven years.  

 
The current zoning designation for the proposed use is DT-5, Downtown Urban District which requires 
a Special Exception for “Rooming or Boarding House” as listed under City of Spartanburg Downtown 
Urban Code Section 3.1.3 Use Standards by Zone:  
 

 

 
 

Analysis 
Zoning Ordinance Consistency  
The project site has a zoning designation of DT-5, Downtown Urban District. The proposed use and 
feature which per Section 603.52 of the Zoning Ordinance requires a Special Exception by the Board 
of Zoning Appeals. 
  
Only uses listed under the regulations for residential districts as uses permitted by special exception 
and those uses where the letters SE appear in the column in the Table of Permitted Uses for 
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Nonresidential Districts are eligible for a special exception. 

The Board is to hear and decide appeals for Special Exception from the requirements of the Zoning 
Ordinance when strict application of the provisions of the Ordinance would result in unnecessary 
hardship. The Board must utilize Section 603.53 Guidelines and any specific criteria in district 
regulations to determine whether a special exception should be granted.  
 
The guidelines for the Board to consider in determining whether a special exception should be 
granted, in addition to specific criteria in district regulations include: 

a. Traffic impact; 
b. Vehicle and pedestrian safety; 
c. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes, or obstruction of air flow on adjoining property; 
d. Adverse impact of proposed use on the surrounding area including the aesthetic 

character of the area;  
e. Orientation and spacing of improvements or structures; and 
f. Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan. 

A Special Exception may be granted in an individual case of unnecessary hardship if the Board makes 
and explains in writing their consideration per the guideline criteria.  

The Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards to relieve or reduce adverse impact 
of a special exception and to protect the character of the area. No variance may be granted by the 
Board in connection with the granting of a special exception. 

 
Findings 
 
1. Traffic impact.  

The property previously served as a law office and has not been actively used in several years; 
with the proposed number of residents including staff (14), scheduled visitors, and counselors, 
traffic similar to the previous use would resume on Alabama Street.  The applicant has stated that 
between 6 and 8 vehicles will be parked on-site regularly. The property currently provides off-
street parking to accommodate approximately 16 vehicles. 
 

2. Vehicle and pedestrian safety. 
The proposed use would present a marginal impact on vehicle and pedestrian safety. Traffic flow 
to and from the property will consist of private vehicles and occasional delivery vans. 
 

3. Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes, or obstruction of air flow on adjoining property–  
Renovation of the property is planned. The facility will not create lighting, fumes, or obstructions 
of air that will impact the adjacent properties.   
 

4. Adverse impact of proposed use on the surrounding area including the aesthetic character of 
the area. 
The property will remain residential in character with most activities limited to the interior of the 
facility. The site may include a rear yard space for residents.   
 
Renovation of the property is planned and must meet the DT-5 design guidelines and receive 
approval from the City’s Design Review Board.  
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Additionally, The DT-5 guidelines include a provision for Homes for Handicapped. This by-
right category for approved or licensed State agency facilities limits the use to nine (9) occupants.   
This provision does not apply to the Applicant as the proposed facility is not licensed by or under 
contract with the State of South Carolina. 

 
Downtown Code Section 3.2.4 - Homes for Handicapped (serving 9 or fewer): A home serving 
nine or fewer mentally or physically handicapped persons, providing care on a 24-hour basis, 
and approved or licensed by a state agency or department or under contract with the agency 
or department for that purpose is exempt from local zoning ordinance requirements. Such a 
home is construed as a natural family as if related by blood or marriage. S. C. Code § 6-29-
770(E).  

 
5. Orientation and spacing of improvements or structures. 

The Applicant states there will be no modifications to building orientation, and lot spacing or 
structures that have any adverse effect on the surrounding area. The renovation will not change 
the building footprint or the architectural character. Exterior plans are for minor maintenance, 
paint, new windows.  
 

6. Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan. 
The 2023 Comprehensive Plan lists this area as Center Infill Growth Sector. The 2023 
Comprehensive Plan states that “……These centers of activity are mostly or full built-out but still 
have vacant or underutilized land. Additional growth and development in these areas is desirable 
due to the presence of existing infrastructure. These areas represent the greatest opportunity for 
complete mixed use, walkable centers and character-based zoning. The plan envisions that most 
residential and non-residential development over the next ten years will occur in this growth 
sector.” The proposed use is located near the downtown core, where mixed-use development and 
walkable streets characterize the area will complement the downtown character.  

 
Summary: 
 
The six specific criteria are to be evaluated by the Board of Zoning Appeals as they decide whether 
or not to grant an application for a Special Exception.  
   
Submitted by:  
 
 

 
Nan Zhou, AICP 
City Planner II 
City of Spartanburg Planning Department 

 
Attachments: 
Conditions of Approval 
Photo  
Application 
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CONDITIONS OF APPROVAL FOR THE PROJECT ON PROPERTY LOCATED AT: 

 
175 Alabama St. (TMS # 7-12-07-262.00) 

 
  

1. If one or more of the following conditions is not met with respect to all its terms, then this approval 
may be revoked.  

  
2. When an existing use which is permitted only by Special exception is proposed to be extended or 

substantially altered in a manner which would in any way change the character or intensity of the 
use, such proposed extension or substantial alteration shall be treated as a special exception under 
this section. 

 
3. A Special Exception is not transferable and shall be null and void if, prior to construction of a project, 

there is a change of ownership of the land for which said permit has been issued and/or in the nature of 
the special use, provided that a seller of the property may seek a Special Exception when there is an 
interested purchaser for the property and this is disclosed. This Special Exception, if granted, is 
transferable only to the interested purchaser that was disclosed at the time of the hearing.   
  

4. The development of the site shall be in substantial accordance with the approved plans submitted and 
on file in the Spartanburg City Planning Department. All aspects of construction must be completed 
prior to use. Major modifications to plans or exceptions to completion may be granted only by the City 
authority which approved the project.   
  

5. All requirements of the Building, Fire, Water and Streets and Stormwater Departments shall be 
completed prior to building occupancy permit issuance and continuously maintained thereafter.     
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SITE MAP – 175 Alabama St. 
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ZONING MAP – 175 Alabama St. 
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Site Photos – Front, Left and Right Side of the Project Site 
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Site Photos – Properties to the Left and Right Side of the Project Site 
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Site Photos – Properties in the Immediate Surroundings 
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Site Photos – Properties in the Immediate Surroundings 
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Planning Department 
PO Box 1749 • Spartanburg, SC 29304 • phone: (864) 596-2068 • email: planning@cityofspartanburg.org 

website: www.cityofspartanburg.org  

Staff Use Only     /     Received by: _____________________ 

Date Received: _________________ Time: ____________ Permit Number: ________________________ 

General Application 
Name of Development: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Street Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Zoning District: ________________   Overlay: ______________ Tax Map Number: ______________________ 

Owner: _________________________________________ Phone: __________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

City: _____________________________   State: __________________________   Zip: _________________ 

Applicant: _______________________________________ Phone: ____________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

City: _____________________________   State: __________________________   Zip: _________________ 

Agent: _______________________________________  Phone: ____________________________ 

Address:  ________________________________________ Email: _____________________________ 

City: _____________________________   State: __________________________   Zip: _________________ 

Please select the activity requested / also, please attach the required Supplemental Form: 
Annexations Planned Development Districts (PDD) 
Special Exceptions Zoning - Conditional Use 
Zoning - Appeals  Zoning - Variance 
Zoning - Map Amendment 

Fees and Payments can be made using the Permit Number and the City of Spartanburg Payment Portal. 

To the best of my knowledge, the information on this application and all additional documentation is true, factual and 
complete. I hereby agree to abide by all conditions of any approvals granted by the City of Spartanburg. I understand that 
such conditions shall apply to the subject property only and are a right or obligation transferable by sale. I hereby 
authorize the staff of the Planning Department to inspect the premises of the above-described property.  

Applicant / Owner Signature: __________________________ Date:  _________________________ Nick Wildrick 1/20/2025
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Planning Department 
PO Box 1749 • Spartanburg, SC 29304 • phone: (864) 596-2068 • email: planning@cityofspartanburg.org 

website: www.cityofspartanburg.org  

Staff Use Only     /     Received by: _____________________ 

Date Received: _________________ Time: ____________ Permit Number: ________________________ 

SPECIAL EXCEPTION 
SUPPLEMENTAL APPLICATION FORM 

Name of Development: ________________________________________________________________ 

Location of Development:  _____________________________________________________________ 

City Official or Body that made the Decision:  ______________________________________________ 

Specific Special Exception Use Being Requested: 

ALL OF THE FOLLOWING ITEMS MUST BE ATTACHED for this application to be complete. 

__  A Site Plan showing the preliminary proposed location of structures or use, access points and riparian buffer 
(if applicable). (Ten 11”x17” sets and one full size set, or email in PDF format). 

__  Information on traffic impact of the proposed use. Attach traffic study or SCDOT traffic counts if available. 

__  Written explanation on How & Why the requested special exception meets each of the criteria listed in the 
Zoning Ordinance Section 603.53 Special Exception Guidelines. 

__  Filing Fee - $150.00 
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1/20/2025 

708 E. Main St. 
Spartanburg, SC 29302 

864.310.4327 

studioteague.com 

1 

Special Exception Written Explanation 

GoForth Recovery, a non-profit organization established in 2018, is a men’s and women’s 
residential program for alcoholics and drug addicts. The program provides housing and a 
structured environment that allows alcoholics and addicts to recover from a hopeless state 
of mind & body. 

The existing men’s house is located at 282 S Church Street, and for the past 7 years, the 
program has become a well-respected treatment program for men coming out of jail, 
prisons, and off the ground. Because of its success rate, we have been asked to expand our 
services to include women. The new women’s house will be a 14-bed women-only facility 
serving Spartanburg county.  

We are unique because we are the only organization in our community offering a highly 
structured residential program with a clear path to long-term recovery and independent 
living. These men were at the end of the line because of their addictions. They have all used 
up their second chances and are jobless, homeless and/or lack a safe place to live. All are 
particularly vulnerable as they are re-entering the world and lack all the basic necessities 
to care for themselves. These barriers limit their access to basic healthcare and mental 
health services. We address these issues head-on through case management, counseling, 
recovery classes, life skills classes and leveraging our relationships with local agencies. 
Successful recovery increases the well-being of children, families, and communities, 
especially those with the greatest needs. 

The average stay is 10 months. Since inception there have been zero complaints from our 
surrounding neighbors. Because of our relationship with the criminal justice system we 
have the direction and oversight to keep our residents safe and secure. 

We follow a rigid set of guidelines. There will be no coming and going after hours. Women 
that are currently in our program are already living in three different houses in Spartanburg 
county, also with no complaints from surrounding neighbors. 

A Special Exception for this property will meet the criteria listed in the Zoning Ordinance as 
explained below. 

Zoning Ordinance Section 603.5 Special Exceptions 
603.53 Guidelines.  
The Board shall consider the following factors in determining whether a special exception should be 
granted, in addition to specific criteria in district regulations:  
(1) Traffic impact;  
(2) Vehicle and pedestrian safety;  
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(3) Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes, or obstruction of air flow on adjoining property;  
(4) Adverse impact of proposed use on the surrounding area including the aesthetic character of the 
area; and  
(5) Orientation and spacing of improvements or structures.  
(6) Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan.  
The Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards to relieve or reduce adverse impact 
of a special exception and to protect the character of the area. No variance may be granted by the 
Board in connection with the granting of a special exception. 
 

1) Traffic Impact – the utilization of this property for a Group Home will have zero 
impact on the traffic conditions of this street. The residents typically do not own 
vehicles, so the only traffic associated with the property will be for visitors of the 
residents. 

2) Vehicle and Pedestrian Safety – due to the minimal traffic impact, and the 14 
resident maximum occupancy, there will be no increased risk correlated to vehicle 
and pedestrian safety. 

3) Potential impact of noise, lights, fumes, or obstruction of air flow on adjoining 
property – with the Group Home use of this property, it will be mostly treated as any 
other residential property. There will be routine meetings related to the long-term 
recovery program, and will not contribute to, or make any impact on adjoining 
properties by way of excessive noise, lights, fumes, or air flow obstruction. 

4) Adverse impact of proposed use on the surrounding area including the aesthetic 
character of the area – no adverse impact is expected on the surrounding area. The 
residents will be required to adhere to rigid guidelines, including visitor hour and 
curfew policies. The house will be renovated to maintain its existing architectural 
aesthetic, and will comply with the Design Review Board and Downtown Code 
requirements, as applicable. 

5) Orientation and spacing of improvements or structures – there will be no 
modifications to building orientation, and lot spacing or structures that have any 
adverse effect on the surrounding area. 

6) Compliance with the Comprehensive Plan – with the renovation of this property to 
be minimal, while maintaining the existing footprint / architectural aesthetic, and 
the property use to be residential, it shall be within compliance of the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
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EXISTING BUILDING FOOTPRINT TO REMAIN AS-IS; NO 
MODIFICATIONS TO SITE ARE PLANNED; WE 

UNDERSTAND THAT ANY BUILDING MODIFICATIONS 
WILL REQUIRE DRB APPROVAL
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PROJ. NO.

DATE:

SKETCH NO.

GoForth Women's House

175 Alabama St, Spartanburg, SC SD7

01/20/25
25006

SITE AERIAL

Nick Wildrick 1" = 60'-0"

SITE AERIAL
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   GoForth Recovery, a non-profit organization established in 2018, is a men’s residential 
program for alcoholics and drug addicts. Our program provides housing and a structured 
environment that allows alcoholics and addicts to recover from a hopeless state of mind & 
body.  

  We are unique in that we are the only organization in our community that offers a highly 
structured residential program with a clear path to long-term recovery and independent 
living. These men were at the end of the line because of their addictions. They have all used 
up their second chances and are jobless, homeless and/or lack a safe place to live. All are 
particularly vulnerable as they are re-entering the world and lack all the basic necessities to 
care for themselves. These barriers limit their access to basic healthcare and mental health 
services. We address these issues head-on through case management, counseling, 
recovery classes, life skills classes and leveraging our relationships with local agencies. 
Successful recovery increases the well-being of children, families, and communities, 
especially those with the greatest needs. 

 Women in addiction are particularly vulnerable in that their life and body is under constant 
attack from both the drugs and the environment they are forced to live in.  When there are 
children involved the issues begin to multiply. Without a safe place to recover their chances 
of making it out are very low.  

   We are in the process of establishing a women's home that will operate under the same 
set of guidelines that have made the men's home so successful. We have a house under 
contract and our hope is to begin renovations in February. In addition to the 14 bed 
residential program we will have 2 homes dedicated to giving expecting mothers and their 
young children a safe place to live and support high quality early life experiences. 

   This expansion will give GoForth the size and scale to ensure that its services are available 
well into the future. Most importantly it allows us to bring services to those who have been 
forgotten. 
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