
As required by the Americans with Disabilities Act, the City of Spartanburg will provide interpretive services for the City 
Council Meetings. Requests must be made to the Communications & Marketing Office (596-2020) 24 hours in advance of the 
meeting. This is a Public Meeting and notice of the meeting was posted with the Media 24 hours in advance according to the 
Freedom of Information 
 

 

CITY OF SPARTANBURG   
                         SOUTH CAROLINA 

 

 

CITY COUNCIL AGENDA   
   

City Council Meeting 
County Council Chambers 

366 N. Church Street 
Tuesday, January 28, 2025 

5:30 PM 

 

 
 
 I.  Moment of Silence 
      
 II.  Pledge of Allegiance 
      
 III.  Approval of the Minutes of the January 13, 2025 Meeting 
      
 IV.  Approval of the Agenda of the January 28, 2025 Meeting 
      
 V.  Public Comment 

**Public Comment Forms are available inside Council Chambers on the front podium.  Please turn in the completed form to the 
Clerk prior to the start of the meeting.** 

      
 VI.  Recognition of City of Spartanburg Retirees, Lt. Alan Bledsoe and MPO Chris 

Taylor of the Spartanburg Police Department 
Presenter: Jerome Rice, Jr., Mayor 

      
 VII.  City of Spartanburg Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes Initiative Update 

Presenter: Martin Livingston, Community Development Director 
                   David Maher, Program Manager 

      
 VIII.  Resolution 
      
 A.  A Resolution Certifying a Building as an Abandoned Building Site 

Pursuant to the South Carolina Abandoned Building Revitalization Act, 
Title 12, Chapter 67, Section 12-67-100 et seq. of the South Carolina Code 
of Laws (1976), as Amended, Regarding the Property Located at 153 
Oakwood Avenue, Spartanburg South Carolina, Bearing Tax Map # 7-12-
08-074.00 
Presenter: Robert Coler, City Attorney 

      
 IX.  Staff Updates 
      
 X.  City Council Updates 
      
 XI.  Executive Session 
      
 A.  Executive Session Pursuant to Section 30-4-70 (a)(5) of the South 

Carolina Code to Discuss Matters Relating to Economic Development 
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“Project New Vision” a Potential Mixed-Income Residential Development 
near the Downtown Area. 

      
 XII.  Adjournment. 
      

 

City Code Sec. 2-57. Citizen Appearance. Any citizen of the City of Spartanburg may speak at a 
regular meeting on any matter pertaining to City Services and operations germane to items within the 
purview and authority of City Council, except personnel matters, by signing a Citizen’s Appearance 
form prior to the meeting stating the subject and purpose for speaking. No item considered by 
Council within the past twelve (12) months may be added as an agenda item other than by decision 
of City Council. The forms may be obtained from the Clerk and maintained by the same. Each person 
who gives notice may speak at the designated time and will be limited to a two (2) minute 
presentation. 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

TO:  Chris Story, City Manager   
 

FROM: Martin Livingston, Community Development Director 

  David Maher, Program Manager 
      

SUBJECT: City of Spartanburg Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes Initiative 
 
DATE: January 28, 2024 

 
 
BACKGROUND:   
In August 2019, the City of Spartanburg and its partners submitted a grant application to the U.S. 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) for a Healthy Homes and Lead Hazard Control 
Grant. On October 1, 2019 staff was notified that it was awarded $1 million in Lead Hazard Control 
funding and $300,000 in Healthy Homes funding. Since the initial funding of the program, staff 
implemented a Lead Hazard Reduction and Healthy Homes Program for the City. The goal of the program 
was to reduce the lead content and potential for lead hazards in children under six years of age. Staff will 
provide an update of the program at the City Council meeting. Staff will also provide a short update on 
other repair programs available and a potential funding of a State Disaster Assistance Program. 
                                                                                                     
ACTION REQUESTED:No action required at this time. Information only. 
 
 
BUDGET AND FINANCIAL DATA:   No action at this time. 
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REQUEST FOR CITY COUNCIL ACTION

TO: Chris Story

FROM: Bob Coler

SUBJECT:  SC Abandoned Buildings Revitalization Act certification for 153 Oakwood Avenue

DATE: January 24, 2025

BACKGROUND:
Bryan DeBruin of VanRock Holdings, LLC has requested the City certify the building 
at 153 Oakwood Avenue as an abandoned building pursuant to the SC Abandoned 
Buildings Revitalization Act to enable the developer to access SC income tax credits 
upon successful rehabilitation of the structure.  City staff has confirmed the building 
meets the Act’s definition of an abandoned building. 

ACTION REQUESTED:  Approve the attached Resolution. 

BUDGET AND FINANCIAL DATA:  The attached Resolution enables the developer to access South 
Carolina State Income Tax Credits and does not impact the City’s budget.  The rehabilitated 
building will positively impact the City’s property tax revenue.  
 

Page 7 of 10



City of Spartanburg Resolution No. R-______

Certifying a building as an Abandoned Building Site pursuant to the South Carolina Abandoned 
Buildings Revitalization Act, Title 12, Chapter 67, Section 12-67-100 et seq., of the South Carolina 
Code of Laws (1976), as amended, regarding the property located at 153 Oakwood Avenue, City 
of Spartanburg, South Carolina TMS #7-12-08-074.00.

WHEREAS, the South Carolina Abandoned Buildings Revitalization Act (the 
"Act”) was enacted in Title 12, Chapter 67 of the South Carolina Code of Laws (1976), 
as amended, to create an incentive for the rehabilitation, renovation and redevelopment of 
abandoned buildings located in South Carolina; and

WHEREAS, the Act provides that restoration of abandoned buildings into 
productive assets for the communities in which they are located serves a public and 
corporate purpose and results in job opportunities; and

WHEREAS, Section 12-67-140 of the Act provides that a taxpayer who 
rehabilitates an abandoned building is eligible either for a credit against certain income 
taxes, license fees or premium taxes, or a credit against local property taxes; and

WHEREAS, 153 Oakwood, LLC is or will be the owner and developer of certain real 
property located at 153 Oakwood Avenue, City of Spartanburg, South Carolina 29302, (the 
"Property”) and is identified by the Spartanburg County Tax Map Number 7-12-08-074.00; 
and

WHEREAS, the Property is located within the City of Spartanburg, South 
Carolina;

WHEREAS, 153 Oakwood, LLC, also known as the "Taxpayer," has requested that 
the City certify that the Property is eligible as an abandoned building site as defined by 
Section 12-67-120.

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE
CITY OF SPARTANBURG, SOUTH CAROLINA, this 28th  DAY OF January, 2025.

Section 1. The Taxpayer has submitted to the City a request to certify that the 
abandoned building site is an abandoned building as defined in Section 12-67-120(1) and 
that the geographic area of the abandoned building site is consistent with Section 12-67-
120(2), pursuant to Section 12-67-160 of the Act (the "Request to Certify”).

Section 2. The City has reviewed the Request to Certify and supporting 
documentation, conferred with the Taxpayer, and conducted its own review of the 
Property.

Section 3. The City hereby certifies that (i) the abandoned building site is an abandoned 
building as defined by Section 12-67-120(1) of the Act, and (ii) the geographic area of the 
abandoned building site is consistent with Section 12-67-120(2) of the Act.
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(SEAL) SPARTANBURG CITY COUNCIL

By:
Name: Jerome Rice
Mayor

ATTESTED:

Name: Christie Lindsey
City Clerk

Approved by:

_____________________________ 
Chris Story
City Manager

Approved as to Form:

_____________________________ 
Robert Coler
City Attorney
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