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 AGENDA 
August 31, 2023, at 5:30 P.M. 
City Hall Council Chambers 

145 W. Broad Street – Spartanburg, SC 29306 

(Please Note:  Items as they appear on the docket may or may not be considered in the 
order as they are presented. The Chair will announce any changes after the roll call) 

I. Call to Order.

II. Roll Call.

III. Freedom of Information Act Compliance – Public notification of the Housing Board of
Adjustments and Appeals meeting has been posted in compliance with the Freedom of
Information Act and the requirements of the City of Spartanburg City Code.

IV. Approval of Agenda.

V. Disposition of Meeting Minutes.

VI. Old Business: None.

VII. New Business:
1. APPEAL: An appeal of the cost for abatement services at 0 Broadview Drive (TMS: 7-

08-14-095.00). Applicant/Owner: Aliena Kyzer.

2. APPEAL: An appeal of the cost for abatement services at 0 Collins Avenue (TMS: 7-16-
08-007.00) and 155 Collins Avenue (TMS: 7-16-08-008.00). Applicant/Owner: Herbert
Walker Jr.

VIII. Chair/Vice Chair Selection.

IX. Staff Announcements.

X. Adjournment.

For more information, please call Martin L. Livingston, Jr., AICP, CPM, Community 
Development Director at (864) 580-5323 or by email at mlivingston@cityofspartanburg.org. 
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CITY OF SPARTANBURG 
HOUSING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT AND APPEALS  

CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
145 WEST BROAD STREET 
SPARTANBURG, SC  29306 

 
Meeting Minutes 

September 23, 2021 
 
Attendance 
 
Board Members   City Staff: 
Stephanie Dorman   Martin Livingston, Neighborhood Services Director 
Jeffrey Parks    Jeff Tillerson, Senior Code Enforcement Officer 
Sevi Alvarez    Kay Byrnes, Code Enforcement Secretary 
Kathy Ronson    Jessica Massey, Code Enforcement Secretary 
Parker Carey 
 
 
Citizens in Attendance: 
None. 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
Stephanie Dorman, President of the Housing Board of Adjustment and Appeals Board called the 
meeting to order at 5:30 p.m.  She asked if everyone had had a chance to look at the Minutes 
from the last meeting? They affirmed they had reviewed the Minutes from the last meeting. Ms. 
Dorman called for a Motion to Approve the Minutes. 
 
Kathy Ronson approved the Motion. 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked for a Second on the Motion. 
 
Jeff Parks seconded the Motion. 
 
Kathy Ronson. 
 
Jeff Parks:   Motion. Yep. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  Two of us said.  Motion carried. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  Yes. 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked who’s second? 
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Jeff Parks:  Second. 
 
Jeff Parks:  These masks make it hard to understand. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  I know, it makes it hard to hear. 
 
Jeff Parks:  They do. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  It does, very hard. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  Yes, all right.  Let me look at the agenda real quick.  Do we have an agenda 
in here?  Yes?  Yes?  Okay.  Well, Kay, I just went ahead and approved the minutes before the 
election of officers.  Okay.  Who are we electing as new officers for?  My position? 
 
Martin Livingston responded by saying, Chairman and Vice Chairman. 
 
Stephanie Dorman said, “okay.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “Do we have any recommendations?” 
 
Kathy Ronson stated, “You’re doing a pretty good job, Steph.” 
 
Jeff Parks said, “I’d say keep it as you.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “who was our vice chairman? I can’t even remember.” 
 
Speaker 2:  “Wasn’t it Mr. Jeter?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  That was Mr. Jeter, wasn’t it?  And he’s off; he’s served his time.   
 
Kathy Ronson finished Stephanie Dorman’s sentence by saying, “and he’s off the Board now.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman then finished by saying, “and he’s off, and he’s served his time.  So we need a 
. . .” 
 
Kathy Ronson:   . 
 
Martin Livingston stated, “ We do, for the record, need to nominate . 
 
Stephanie Dorman stated, “that’s what I’m saying. That’s what. . .” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “I nominate Stephanie.” 
 
Jeff Parks seconded the motion, saying, “you’ve been real good.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman then asked, “we need to nominate Vice Chair, as well?” 
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Martin Livingston responded by saying, “Yes.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman said, “Since Mr. Jeter is . . .” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “That’s correct.  Then we need a motion, second and a vote.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman responded, “A vote.” 
 
Martin Livingston asked “For Chairman, I don’t think we got a vote.  Did we get a vote?” 
 
Kathy Ronson stated, “No, we just nominated.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman stated, “We just nominated, apparently.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “And seconded.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “And we got a second, and now they need to vote.” 
 
Martin Livingston stated, “Okay.  So we need a vote.  All in favor of Ms. [Dorman] as 
Chairman, say Aye.” 
 
All Members responded:  “Aye.” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “That’s five to zero.  Now, Ms. Dorman, you have the meeting, and you 
can nominate your Vice Chair.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  Well, first let’s introduce, because I’ve got new faces here. 
 
Kay Byrnes asked, “Can they take their masks off?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman responded:  “Please, please, please.  Thank you, Kay.” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “Yes.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman responded by saying, “thank you.” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “You can take your mask off if you’d like to speak.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Thank you, Kay.  I’m Stephanie Dorman, obviously Chair, and . . . 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “I’m Sevi Alvarez.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay, that was the new name on the list.” 
 
Parker Carey:  “I’m Parker Carey.” 
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Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay, all right, and you. . .” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “What neighborhoods, like?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Yeah, where do y’all live in the City?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Go ahead.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  Neighborhood is…what area is… 
 
Stephanie Dorman followed up on Kathy Ronson’s question by asking the new Board Members 
where they live in the City? 
 
Sevi Alvarez stated:  “I live in Park Hills, right near the border of Highland, across the street 
from The Beacon, basically.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman said, :Okay.” 
 
Kathy Ronson, “O.K.” 
 
Parker Carey:  “I live off of East Main Street, down Zion Hill Road.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Oh, okay.” 
 
Kathy Ronson, :Oh, O.K.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman then asked for nominations for Vice Chair. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “I’m afraid to say anything after that.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked:  “Does anybody want to nominate themselves, before I say anything?” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Yeah.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Go ahead and introduce everybody.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Oh yeah, I’m sorry.  I could have done that.  Kathy Ronson lives in 
Maxwell Hills.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “I live right off Webber Road.  Yeah.  So . 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “I’m Stephanie Dorman, obviously, and I live in Maxwell Hills as well, 
Duncan Park area.” 
 
Parker Carey:  “Okay, cool.” 
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Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay. So do we have any nominations for Vice Chair while we’re sitting?  
Do you want me to nominate?  Well, let’s get some new blood.” 
 
Laughter followed. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  Yes. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Alvarez, Is that what you –Mr. Alvarez, I nominate.  Do I have a Motion?” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Yeah, I was going to suggest that.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “That’s my last name.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Yeah, so Mr. Alvarez over here, I nominate.  Do I have a motion?” 
 
Jeff Parks stated, “I’ll make the motion.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman then asked, “Do I have a second?” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “I’ll …” 
 
Parker Carey seconded the motion. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “And all in favor?” 
 
Members:  Aye. 
 
The motion carried unanimously. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Yeah.  Sounds good.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “ 
 
Congratulations, Mr. Alvarez.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Mr. Parks made the Motion; Kathy Ronson seconded the Motion.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Welcome.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Kathy Ronson, second, and five to zero vote.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Welcome to your first meeting.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Really, it goes fast around here.” 
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Sevi Alvarez:  “Thank you.” 
 
Speaker 2:  Yeah. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  We had the approval of the Minutes.  Any Old Business?  Talk to 
me.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “We have no Old Business that I’m aware of, Ms. Chairperson.  We have no 
Old Business.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  Anybody else?  Old Business?  Want to . . . No?  Well, you guys 
obviously not.  Okay.  New Business?” 
 
 
 
WELCOME 
There was no official Welcome to the meeting. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Minutes from the March 2021 meeting were presented for approval, seconded by Jeff Parks.  The 
Minutes were approved unanimously. 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
There was No Old Business, per Martin Livingston. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS/DISCUSSIONS 
Martin Livingston stated that there is some New Business by stating, “Ms. Chairperson, we do 
have one case of New Business.  It is a case involving the Sandy Smith property, which is 
located at 527 South Center Street.  Ms. Smith did request a hearing, an Administrative Hearing, 
in which we visited with her at the site, Anthony Brown and myself.  Anthony Brown was the 
Code Officer involved in this case.  She requested an Appeal before the Housing Board of 
Adjustment and Appeals Board.  She then contacted staff and said that she would not be able to 
attend the meeting tonight.  We made several attempts to contact her, to confirm that she would 
not be able to attend, and she has not responded.  We also made several contacts with her to 
discuss the case.  After that Administrative Hearing, we have not heard  . 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “Okay. Is this a piece of property, is that what I’m understanding? Or 
is it a house, an actual –“ 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “This is a piece of property, actual property, and so there’s no 
house.  It’s a vacant lot, South Center Street. The applicant’s not here, so there’s no need to go 
through the case file.” 
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Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay. So you-“ 
 
Martin Livingston said, “Unless you want to go through it and just hear about the case, and then 
when it’s presented, we’ll  .” 
 
Stephanie Dorman commented, “Does she see have an opportunity to…Obviously not today, but 
she does have an opportunity to have another…So from what I’m reading in the email, she’s 
disputing the cost.  Is that what I was understanding?” 
 
Martin Livingston affirmed that she is disputing the cost, and she’s stating that she does not feel 
safe going into that location, and she does not believe that she can meet the requirements of the 
City Code, which is you must keep the property under 12 inches. 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “Okay.  So it’s a grass cutting issue?” 
 
Kathy Ronson added, “But it’s also dumping, correct?” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “yes.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “She’s having dumping issues.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman responded, “Okay.” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “That’s correct.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “But yeah, how many appeals does she have?  Because obviously this has been 
going on for …” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Since January, correct?” 
 
Kathy Ronson, “Yes, January.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Is that what I saw in the email?  Okay.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “That’s correct.  January.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay. Right.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “She’s had ample opportunities to try to find somebody else to cut the property, 
instead of whoever y’all have , the Proctors.” 
 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Correct.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “And cut that.” 
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Stephanie Dorman:  “Y’all just contracted it out to have it cut, correct?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “We bid out every three years or so to select contractors.  We have multiple 
contractors that can cut lots.  We have a main contractor if that one’s busy then we try to get 
another contractor.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “Where is the property located exactly?  I’m not familiar with that.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  The property’s located on South Center Street.  I can show you that   
  
Stephanie Dorman:  “ .” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “There’s a photo  .” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Oh, there’s a photo?” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Yeah.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay, what page is that on?” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “It’s towards the back of the file.   .” 
 
Parker Carey:  “Do they debate it after 30 days?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “That’s a question for Mr. Livingston.  Hold on one second, we’ll ….What 
tab was that under?  Is that under the same…” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “It is.  Yeah.  It’s …” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Towards the back.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “About half way back.  It should be right behind that green sheet there, that last 
green sheet.  Yeah.  .” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Am I missing mine?” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Yeah, see if that ….” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “I’m assuming she’s paying the property taxes on this property?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Yes, they are.  They are paying the property taxes.  This information is 
available online, so the property is located, this is Wofford Street and….this is Wofford Street.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Yeah.  I know what Wofford is. Yeah.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “This is Farley Avenue.” 
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Stephanie Dorman:  “Know where Farley is.  Okay.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Right off the corner of Farley, and I think that’s South Center right here.it” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  Does she … Not that it’s really any of our business, but does she 
say why she’s just keeping the property?  Is it like an inherited piece of property that she does-“ 
 
Martin Livingston:  “[inaudible} property.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  That she just pays the property taxes on, but doesn’t feel like she’s 
safe enough to …” 
 
Kathy Ronson finished Stephanie Dorman’s question:  “keep  it up?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Go up there and keep it…” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “we have no evidence that she cannot maintain the property.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  Because obviously not, because the email said there was no…The 
excuse wasn’t good enough to repeal or dispute the charges.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “That’s correct.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez asked, “I’m just curious, does she have a plan on what to do going forward?  Does 
she just expect not to maintain the property at all, from this point?” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “That’s a good question.  I was hoping she would get to explain her plan 
to the Board.  Again, she felt that the City should not be cutting the lot as regularly as we do.  
We are following our procedures, which is if we notify you once, you have 10 days to cut it.  
After that, we do not provide any further notice  . 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Okay, so she didn’t go to the meeting?  Y’all can’t contact her?  Will y’all 
contact her by mail, and she’ll have to get another meeting?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “We did have a meeting with her, and it’s in the packet.  We met with 
her….” 
 
Anthony Brown:  “July 13th.” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “July 13th, and we met with her with an informal hearing, and let her know 
that we did agree with the Department.  She has the opportunity to request a hearing, but we have 
not heard from her.” 
 
Kathy Ronson asked, “What happens from then?  From there?” 
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Martin Livingston answered by saying, “so, from here she can make a request, because she has 
not paid her fee.  She has not showed up to the meeting.  If we have another opportunity to 
reschedule for her to attend, we’ll do that.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman responded, “Okay.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez started to ask a question, “What is the fee?” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “Her summons is still in place.  Her fees are still in place.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “Do you know how much the fee is?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman answered Mr. Alvarez”s question as to the fee amount – it is $175. 
 
Kathy Ronson asked, “What’s the final cut off?  It continues to grow?” 
 
Stephanie Dorman commented, “That was a great question.  What is her plan going forward?  
Does she just …” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “  continue to send her fees until she takes care of .” 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “And then a Lien gets put on the property ?” 
 
Martin Livingston answered, “Eventually, yes.  Next year around June we send fees to the 
Stormwater Manager, and the fees are placed on the property taxes, as property taxes.  That’s 
where every property   reimburses.” 
 
Kathy Ronson stated, “Okay.  I didn’t know how long it took for it to finally get to the point 
where it’s like a Lien gets put on the property  .” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “Even at that point, it still doesn’t stop.  If you’re not maintaining 
the property, you’re still going to be cited. 
 
Parker Carey:  “Is it a fee, and then cost of abatement to do a forced mow?  
 
Martin Livingston responded, “No, it’s just the cost of abatement, and then if there’s a summons 
there’s court costs as well.” 
 
Parker Carey asked, “And then you guys will do the forced mow, or …” 
 
Martin Livingston responded by saying, “We always cut the property if it’s over 12 inches.” 
 
Parker Carey asked, “Has the property’s grass been cut?” 
 
Martin Livingston answered:  “It’s been cut several times this year, yes, to the tune of $475.” 
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Martin Livingston:  “I think so.” 
 
Kathy Ronson asked, “What do y’all do about the junk?” Y’all – “ 
 
Martin Livingston responded by saying, “We try to abate it as well. 
 
Jeff Parks:  “When y’all met with her, did she understand that she could have some…I know she 
said she doesn’t feel safe going to the property, but she can have someone of her own choosing 
cut it at a lesser price, but she’s chosen not to do that as well?” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “That’s correct.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Okay.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.” 
 
Jeff Parks:  “Pretty quick  .” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “If she so chooses, she can come before us, and especially if she was…you 
said you contacted her multiple times to … Okay.  Well, that’s all you can do.  How is, is it 
phone calls and …” 
 
Martin Livingston stated, “We sent her this letter, told her the requirements, and we also made 
multiple phone calls.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  All right.  Well that’s all you can do.  Anybody else?  Any 
questions?  No?  Okay.  All right.  You got anything else for us?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “We do.  We do have a presentation that we make every year, twice a year, 
giving you an idea where we stand on Code Enforcement.  We’re going to go through that 
presentation and answer the questions the Board may have.  Staff composition, again, just a list 
of staff members, and just added another staff member, Steve Oliver, was added recently within 
the last couple of months, in the last six months.  Again, our strategic plan is to try to reduce 
these number of vacant lots throughout the City; they’re scattered all over the place, reduce the 
number of housing conditions in poor conditions.  That’s primarily our goal, is to make sure that 
we’re promoting livable and safe communities with appropriate enforcement activities. 
 
So, primary goal, reduce the number of vacant, substandard, and abandoned properties in the 
City.  That’s a strategic plan that we developed several years ago.  We’re continuing that 
strategic plan.  We’ll continue to do this for another three years unless some of our goals change.  
Say we build  .” 
 
Kathy Ronson asked, “Do you have a number of abandoned houses, the total number?  I’m just 
curious.” 
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Martin Livingston responded, “Yes we do.  I think it was a total of 140 as of today, and it’s 
online.  We can show you where that is online, so you can see a list of properties.” 
 
Property Maintenance, we have four Enforcement Officers and two support staff.  We primarily 
focus on property maintenance violations, overgrown property, junk items, derelict vehicles.  
Nuisances are 10 days.  After 10 days, we either attempt to abate it or we issue a summons for 
the property owner.  They can request 10 more days for an extension, and then they can 
continually request extension if they’re making progress towards abating the issue.  Derelict 
vehicles, same thing.  Junk items and overgrown lots are all Nuisances. 
 
Condemned property and demolitions, those are typically different.  They’re 30 days.  It depends 
on whether the property’s livable or not.  If it’s not livable, we can condemn the property and 
then require the property owner to make repairs.  If they don’t make repairs, then we can proceed 
with demolition, depending on the condition of the property.  We’re ranking the condemned 
properties every time we   for demolitions.  We only have enough funding to demolish about 10 
houses. 
 
We issue summons process, and we have fines process as we discussed with the vacant lots.  We 
do summons property owners to court.  Right now, court has a very lengthy process because of 
COVID.  All our court cases are now out to March 2022.  This week, if we issue a summons 
today, they won’t appear in court until March 2022. 
 
Stephanie Dorman exclaimed, “Wow.” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “We’re going to try to fix that.  A lot of that is run by the Chief Justice in 
the State.  They determine what the courts can do or cannot do in terms of scheduling court 
cases.  Right now, they have a mandate on limiting the number of cases that can appear in court.” 
 
Here are photos of several conditions where it’s either overgrown, housing conditions, poor 
conditions, and overgrown lots.  This is known as a heat map, shows you primarily where in the 
city you see a lot of our code cases.  You don’t see a whole lot of cases in some areas.  These are 
Wofford and downtown.  These are darker areas where you see more concentrated code activity, 
and then fewer lighter areas are less code activity areas.  Just because it’s blank doesn’t mean 
there isn’t code cases.  It might be there’s just too small of a fleck here.  Here 2018 shows an 
increase in activity of code cases.  As you see, some of the areas are darker.  Then 2019, it got 
lighter, again with code cases decreasing. 
 
 
This is a map that shows most of the vacant lots.  This is just a smaller area of the city on the 
south side.  The vacant lots are a primary major issue in the City, and we spend a lot of time on 
vacant lots.  A list of code cases, somewhere close to 3000 back in 2012.  The trend has been 
steadily decreasing over time.  This is 2021, this is only until June 30, 2021.  It’s over about 
1500 cases as of June. 
 
Here again, shows code cases and overgrown lots.  Overgrown lots, typically about 70% or more 
of the code cases we deal with.  Here, inspection types, exterior structures back in 2016, 2015.  
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That’s when we saw a lot of derelict vehicles overtaking the city exterior structure cases.  We 
had more derelict vehicles than exterior structures.  2019, we did what’s called a Derelict 
Vehicle Roundup, when . 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “That’s what I was going to ask you, if that was the year you guys did that.  
Okay.” 
 
Martin Livingston said, “Yeah, we did that year, 2018 and 2019.  That’s when we removed a lot 
of the vehicles.  Complaints, here are complaints dropping again, and then spiking complaints.  
You saw that in the heat map, and then you see it dropping again, complaints dropping over time.  
And that’s the final presentation.  I’ll answer any questions you have. 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “You said there’s like a master list of all the coded –“ 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “Yes.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “Violations?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  That is on the city website, and it changes monthly.  Kay works on getting 
that updated on a regular basis.  If you go to the City website, go to Property Maintenance, and 
then go to the right, and then the Condemned Property listing will be one of the documents listed 
there, and you’ll have a list of all the cases here.  This is updated on a regular basis, and we have 
about 140 scattered throughout the city.  We have the name, the dates, the addresses, the owner 
information, and any updates and releases, when the property was released throughout the 
Condemnation.  But we still have many cases.  We have many cases here on the property  .  We 
don’t have releases on this list.  All the properties and the addresses are listed here.  We do, from 
time to time, get property owners after a Tax Sale contacting us for a list of the repair 
requirements so that they can proceed to make repairs.  That is available online  . 
 
Stephanie Dorman asked, “Does that answer your question?” 
 
Sevi Alvarez responded, “Yes.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  Anyone-“ 
 
Kay Byrnes explained that the properties that are listed in red are the result of a fire. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  All right.  That’s good to know.  Anyone else?  Did you make me 
wash my hair for 25 minutes?” 
 
Martin Livingston responded, “No ma’am, we were hoping Ms. Smith would just show up  . 
 
Stephanie Dorman said, “I’m teasing.  I’m teasing,.” 
 
Mr. Livingston stated, “We do have another meeting on MARCH 24, 2022.” 
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Kathy Ronson said, “I know.  I put on makeup and everything, Martin.” 
 
Mr. Livingston stated again that we do have a meeting on March 24, 2022, and we do have 
another pending administrative hearing coming up, property owner claiming we condemned the 
property unlawfully.  We’ll probably hear more about that. 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Oh God.  Those are fun.  Oh, they’re so fun.  Is it a house?” 
 
Martin Livingston:  “It is a house.” 
 
Kathy Ronson responded, “Oh God.” 
 
Mr. Livingston stated that it is a fire damaged house. 
 
Ms. Ronson stated, “Oh, it’s fire damaged?  Yeah.  This will be good.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “All right.  No New Business?  That’s it?” 
 
Martin Livingston stated, “I have nothing else, Ms. Chairperson.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  All right.  Anybody else have any questions, comments, anything you…” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “I guess I just have a comment.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Sure.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “I’m actually running for City Council, so if I end up winning I don’t think I can 
be here anymore.  But if I don’t win, I’m going to stay with you guys.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Okay.  All right.  Well, good luck.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “Thank you.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Yeah, good luck.” 
 
Sevi Alvarez:  “Thanks.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Anyone else?  Everybody’s good?” 
 
Parker Carey:  “Good.” 
 
Stephanie  Dorman:  “All right.  Ms. Kay, it is 5:54 p.m.  Meeting Adjourned.” 
 
Kay Byrnes reminded Ms. Dorman that she needed a Motion to Adjourn 2: 
 
Stephanie  Dorman:  “Oh, a Motion to Adjourn the Meeting.  I’m sorry.” 
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Sevi Alvarez seconded the Motion to Adjourn. 
 
Stephanie Dorman:   . Second, I got to get a first.” 
 
Members:   . 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “We’ll  .  First, I need a second.” 
 
Kathy Ronson was the first. 
 
Stephanie Dorman :  “All right.  All in favor?” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “Favor.  Yeah.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “All right, Ms. Kay, 5:54 p.m.” 
 
Kay Byrnes asked who  seconded the Motion to Adjourn? 
 
Jeff Parks:   . 
 
Martin Livingston:  “Parks seconded the Motion.” 
 
Stephanie Dorman:  “Parks.” 
 
Kathy Ronson:  “See, I’m getting confused.  We’ve got a Parker and a Parks.   .  Y’all don’t do 
that stuff to me.” 
 
Motion to Adjourn the meeting carried unanimously. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Kay Byrnes 
Recording Secretary 
 
/kab 
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MEMORANDUM 
Housing Board of Adjustments and Appeals 

 
 
DATE: August 31, 2023 
 
 
TO:  Housing Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
 
FROM: Martin L. Livingston, Jr. 
  Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: APPEAL: An appeal of the cost for abatement services at 0 Broadview Drive (TMS: 

7-08-14-095.00). Applicant/Owner: Aliena Kyzer. 
 
The Housing Board of Appeals and Adjustments has received a request for an appeal to abatement 
cost related to the property located at 0 Broadview Drive (TMS: 7-08-14-095.00). The Applicant is 
requesting relief from the cost charged for the services. 
 
Attached for your review are the documents submitted by the applicant along with the information 
related to the abatement of the overgrown conditions on the property. Also attached for your review 
is a timeline of events for your review. 
 
At the Board meeting, the Board has the option of approving their request to reduce the cost of the 
abatement for both actions, approve the request with conditions (reduce to another amount), or deny 
the request to reduce the cost of abatement.  
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Housing & Nuisance Code Enforcement Summary

Property
Address:

0 Broadview Dr (7-08-14-095.00) 

Property Owner: Aliena Kyzer

Code Enforcement
Officer: Geoffrey Rice

Citations: None

Case History:

04/14/2023 Initial Inspection (Case #23-469)

04/17/2023 Date notified - Letter sent to the owner

04/28/2023 Deadline for Compliance

05/04/2023
Date code officer went out to re-inspect. 
Property was Non-compliant.

05/06/2023 Property cut by contractor

05/31/2023 Property was non-compliant (Case #23-996)

06/02/2023 Property cut by contractor

06/15/2023 Invoice #79259 sent to owner

06/20/2023 Received a call from owner requesting an appeal.
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Property Maintenance  
 

PO Box 1749 • Spartanburg, SC 29304 • phone: (864) 596-2915  
email: PropertyMaintenance@cityofspartanburg.org • website: www.cityofspartanburg.org  

 
 

 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
Housing Board of Adjustments and Appeals 

 
 
DATE: August 31, 2023 
 
 
TO:  Housing Board of Adjustments and Appeals 
 
FROM: Martin L. Livingston, Jr. 
  Community Development Director 
 
SUBJECT: APPEAL: An appeal of the cost for abatement services at 0 Collins Avenue (TMS: 

7-16-08-007.00) and 155 Collins Avenue (TMS: 7-16-08-008.00). Applicant/Owner: 
Herbert Walker Jr. 

 
The Housing Board of Appeals and Adjustments has received a request for an appeal to abatement 
cost related to the property located at 0 Collins Avenue (TMS: 7-16-08-007.00) and 155 Collins 
Avenue (TMS: 7-16-08-008.00). The property owner is requesting relief from the cost charged for 
the junk items abatement services. 
 
Attached for your review are the documents submitted by the applicant along with the information 
related to the abatement of the removal of junk items on the property. Also attached for your review 
is a timeline of events for your review. 
 
At the Board meeting, the Board has the option of approving their request to reduce the total cost of 
the abatement for both properties, approve the request with conditions (reduce to another amount), 
or deny the request to reduce the cost of abatement.  
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Housing & Nuisance Code Enforcement Summary

Property
Address:

0 Collins Ave (7-16-08-007.00)
155 Collins Ave (7-16-08-008.00)

Property Owner:
Herbert Walker Jr
Herbert Nichols (Tenant)

Code Enforcement
Officer: Anthony Brown

Citations:

20787 - 20-3 - Accumulation of junk and trash prohibited - Herbert Walker Jr - 0 Collins
20786 - 20-3 - Accumulation of junk and trash prohibited - Herbert Walker Jr - 155 Collins
20958 - 20-3 - Accumulation of junk and trash prohibited - Herbert Nichols - 155 Collins
20959 - 20-3 - Accumulation of junk and trash prohibited - Herbert Nichols - 0 Collins

Case History:

07/25/2022 Initial Inspections

07/26/2022 Date notified - Letters sent to the owner

08/06/2022 Deadline for Compliance

10/03/2022
Date code officer went out to re-inspect. 
Properties were Non-compliant.

10/04/2022 Summons Issued to owner, Herbert Walker Jr (20787, 20786)

10/21/2022 Received signed Green Certified Mail from Herbert Walker Jr 

11/07/2022 Date of trial

12/12/2022 Court case continued to 01/09/2023

01/25/2023
Summons issued to tenant, Herbert Nichols (20959, 20958) for trial
date of 3/6/2023.

01/30/2023 Court case continued to 03/06/2023 - (20787, 20786)

02/06/2023 Received signed Green Certified Mail from Herbert Nichols

03/06/2023
Consent Order Agreement signed stating that defendant must be
compliant by 03/17/2023. Court cases continued to 03/20/2023.

06/07/2023 Property abated by contractor.

06/16/2023 Invoice for work done was sent to owner (invoice #79301)

06/23/2023
Received a call from Herbert Walker Jr regarding invoice 79301.
States he made an agreement with the code officer stating that we
would bill the tenant. Referred to Martin Livingston for follow-up. 

07/10/2023
Received an e-mail and letter from Herbert Walker disputing the
invoice received. E-mailed a response providing information on how
to request an appeal. 

08/07/2023 Received Appeal Application and receipt of payment. 
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